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declaration of war is needed, and we may take it that
nearly all future wars will begin in the same way—inten-
sive propaganda and bribery to build up some semblance
of a party or of a minority in revolt, followed by a
military expedition, or more probably by the sudden
destruction of some large town. There are few countries
in the world, the United States being perhaps the most
important exception, in which some dissident movement
could not be organized. Where there is no fascist move-
ment, there is usually a racial minority with grievances.
This new technique of aggression was not well under-
stood in the early 'thirties, certainly not by America. Mr.
Stimson, in January, 1932, sent his identic note to China
and Japan refusing to recognize any situation contrary
not only to American rights, but also to the Pact of
Paris, It was an invitation for direct combined action
by the other Six Powers. The eyes of the world were
now on Great Britain, the other great Power in the
Far East It was one of the decisive moments in the
world's history. If England had joined America in
insisting upon the sanctity of treaties we might well
have had a decade of honourable peace, with the United
States brought back once more to help in the settlement
of European affairs. Instead of this the Foreign Office
issued a communique in which no mention was made
of treaties, but which referred only to the "principle of
equal opportunity, and the open door for the economic
activities of all nations.' We could not have made
it clearer that we were not interested in anything but
the safeguarding of our trading rights, which Japan
had already guaranteed. The Times, of January llth,
1932, published its apologia of the Foreign Office,
which, we were assured, was not apprehensive lest
* the Japanese authorities would set up a virtually

